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philosophical journals of Germany,- France, and
America, need not detain us, for I hope to be
able to show that the Vedanta philosophy, so far
from merely supplying a metaphysical explanation
of the world, aims at establishing its ethics on the
most solid philosophical and religious foundations.
I pointed out already that a very strict moral
discipline is laid on everybody before he is even
allowed to approach the study of the Vedanta,
and that all authorities teach that no one could
possibly enter into its spirit who has not pre-
viously subdued the passions and ambitions of
the human heart But there is still more in store
to impart to this fleeting life a permanent moral
purpose. You may remember that the Vedantists
do not hold that the world was created at a certain
time and once only, but that they consider the
world eternal, only from time to time taken back
into Brahman and then emitted again from
Brahman. What we should call the active power
in this process is the qualified Brahmin, the Lord
(l^-vara), or, as we should say, the Creator of the
world as it exists for us. But, if so, and if that
Creator must be accepted as perfect, as just and

M 2